
About Ubuntu Initiative 
 
 
 

Job Summit 
Research shows that first time work seekers have an 80% chance of being employed in the 
long term if they have 6-12 months job experience. The Ubuntu Initiative works with the 
private sector and government to help youth get their first work experience, support 
entrepreneurs in growing their businesses and identify strategies that promote job creation.  
  
Employers are often reluctant to open the doors of their companies to inexperienced youth. 
Participants at the Job Summit will discuss how they have succeed in bringing new talent 
into their organisations and so managed to address the shortage of skilled people.   
  
The Job Summit does not compete with other job creation initiatives but rather provides a 
platform for organisations and industries to collaborate. It allows us to showcase what works. 
  
Given the extend of the unemployment crisis, we believe that business as usual will not do. It 
will take our collective resolve and creativity to scale up many of the good programmes that 
are already making a difference.  
  
Joining forces will increase our combined impact, allow us to measure and report on our 
achievements and most importantly signal hope for the 5 million unemployed youths.  
  

Ubuntu Initiative 
The Job Summit is organised by the Ubuntu Initiative, which works to reduce unemployment 
in South Africa. Founded by i-Fundi directors, Fariba Bowen and Stefan Lauber, they have 
have personally experienced how young people raise to the challenge when given a chance. 
Working with many of South Africa's leading companies, they have helped over 12 000 
people find their first job.   
 
Their commitment to making a difference in people's lives has been a common theme 
throughout their careers: from working on a community level in Orange Farm over 25 years 
ago and later on at Wits University, Deloitte, i-Fundi and now the Ubuntu Initiative.     
  

Private Sector Support 
So far, over 100 of South Africa's top companies are involved in the Ubuntu Initiative and 
Jobs Summit, with at least as many joining in the next two weeks. The Summit was originally 
conceived with the support of the Premier of Gauteng, FEDUSA, Black Business Council, 
Sun International, Shell and ADT. In the process, 21 different industry task teams are being 
formed to encourage collaboration and industry specific guidance. 
 

Government Backing 
The Jobs Summit is being organised in conjunction with the Premier's Office. SETAs for 
particular sectors are joining industry task teams, as well as national government 
departments that are relevant to a sector. Municipalities are being organised into their own 
task team.  
 

Commercial Model 
The Ubuntu Initiative is funded through sponsorships. It is structured as a Section 18A Public 
Benefit Organisation, which receives donations that are tax exempt and count towards a 
company's BBBEE spend for CSI. The implementation of projects arising from the Summit 
will be coordinated through the Pty Ltd arm of the Ubuntu Initiative.  
 

How To Get Involved 
Companies or individuals can get involved by joining an industry workshop, becoming a 
sponsor and attending the Jobs Summit 2017. 


